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Taking climate change
to an online classroom
Millions of students across the world will be able to
speak to each other and exchange ideas to combat
climate change in the world's first online Climate
Change classroom.

This classroom was created in Australia and will
be officially launched in London tomorrow.

The online class room created by Gould
Australia's major environmental education organi-
sation and E tech an Australian Company and
world leader in learning technology operating out
of Tasmania will be launched at the worlds largest
education expo BETT on January 9.

"The introduction of an international class-
room on climate change through the proven
'Study Wiz Platform' will mean schools and stu-
dents will be able to share and demonstrate initia-
tives across the world in a safe web environment
via photos, videos, drawings, and the written
form," Ann Maree Colborne CEO of Gould said.

With the release of the "Sustainability Wiz"
learning platform the ground has shifted signifi-
cantly for Climate Change education in Australia
which to date is being developed on a fragmented
State by State basis because of a lack of a coordi-
nated IT platform approach to national delivery
and reporting standards."

Unlike the "Sustainability Wiz" which is
designed to be continually updated and expanded
across a national platform easily the fragmented
current online programs in Australia cannot deliv-
er a national or global approach.

"The international platform of the program
provides the Federal Government with a unique
opportunity to link Australia into the international
climate change education program to support its

stated policies to be a leader in the climate change
debate and solutions.

"Within 12 months with Etech we aim to have
the program delivered on mobile telephones to
introduce learning on the move and capitalise on
the trend of young people getting information
from interactive hand held devices."

SMS, online videos, written information and
photos will be delivered to mobile phones.

The program has already been successfully
piloted in the UK, New York State, Hong Kong,
Shanghai, Singapore and Canberra and Victoria in
Australia.

"The Sustainability Wiz application has inbuilt
monitoring tools allowing schools to cut their
energy and water costs by thousands of dollars
while cutting greenhouse gasses," Ms Colborne
said.

Based on extensive independent research,
organisations that participate in sustainability
education to change their behaviour can easily
achieve a 30 per cent reduction in environmental
resources.

"A special part of the program also allows par-
ents to participate in the climate change program
as part of the strategy to influence behaviour
change in the home and is designed to engage the
whole community not just students.

"For Federal and State Governments, the
Sustainability Wiz is an infrastructure investment
in the future which will engage the entire
Australian community in the climate change chal-
lenge via the classroom and internet in a cost
effective and safe way."
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